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Multi ïRegional Conference 
       "Bridges to Opportunity:  

Vision, Knowledge, and Potential" 
 

 The 2009 multi-regional conference was         
held at the Conference Center at North Pointe in 
Columbus, Ohio on October 23-25th. 
 Wisconsin was represented by Lynn Miller, 
WSGNA secretary, and Margaret Ullman, WSGNA 
President-elect.  Approximately 135 members from 
the 6 state regions attended this great conference.    

The 2010 Multi-regional conference will be held in the Chicago area.  
Mark your calendars now for Fall 2010!  

Upcoming Conferences 
 

Spring 2010- watch for tentative ½ day offering  
April 30 ð May 5 SGNA Annual Course, Orlando  
Fall 2010 ð WSGNA Fall Conference - LaCrosse 
Fall 2010 ð Multi Regional Conference ð Chicago area 
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Hello all - 

As this busy holiday season approaches, my term as WSGNA President will be ending.  Iõll be organizing 

all of the WSGNA materials to hand over to a new President.  The past two years have flown by and it 

has been an honor to work with this talented and dedicated board of directors.     

The board made great progress the past year. Our bylaws were amended; role descriptions were re-

viewed and revised; and scholarship forms were simplified.  The conference planning manual has been 

updated with suggestions from those who hosted conferences.   

 

The newsletter is now completely electronic thanks to Cathy Johnson.  She has diligently spent many 

hours to create the new format.  She has done a fantastic job gathering articles and pictures and I 

would like to recognize her tremendous effort.  Thank you, Cathy for a superb job.  Along with her 

work on the newsletter, Cathy has also worked with Mary Garcia to update our website.  Mary has 

worked her creative talents to produce a wonderful website design for us.   She also was the creator of 

our new logo.  Mary researched carefully and produced a logo design that explicitly portrays WSGNA.  

 

We are looking forward to La Crosse hosting the 2010 Fall Conference.  There could not be a more 

beautiful place to visit that time of year.  The date should be announced soon.  Multi -Regional will be 

held in Chicago October 15 -17.  The annual course will be in Orlando a little earlier than usual ñApril 

30 through May 5.  Also, watch for information about a mini educational offering in the Milwaukee 

area this spring.  And donõt forget about applying for those scholarships to help you get to them! 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the teams that have volunteered to host a conference ñ

Froedtert, Waukesha Memorial and St. Maryõs and St. Vincent Hospitals in Green Bay over the past two 

years.  It is especially difficult in this economy and we are extremely appreciative of the time and effort 

that is put into the conferences by volunteers to enhance the professional development of GI nurses 

throughout the state.   Many thanks for supporting the WSGNA mission and keeping it alive.  

 

And I could not possibly close without acknowledging my peers and their wisdom, creativity, brain-

storming and problem solving skills ñboard members Margaret Ullman,  who has been attending the 

Leadership conference in preparation and I know will do a magnificent job next year; Lynn Miller, who 

faithfully kept us on track and recorded minutes; Chris Crevcoure, bean counter, who handled all the 

numbers and figures; Sheila Gansemer, who tracked the membership and prepared for nominations/

elections; Cathy Johnson, who is the frontline from us to you through the newsletter and communica-

tions; and to Chris Bauer, whose wealth of knowledge about the past helped us plan for the future ñ

thank you all.  It was a pleasure to work for you.  

 

I wish you all a most peaceful and joyous holiday season.  

 

Mary Fiebelkorn, BSN, RN, CGRN  

WSGNA President  
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The following members have received memberships or renewals for 

2010.  If you are on this list or if we may have forgotten you, please 

email Chris Crevcoure, treasurer, and     she will tell you what she 

needs to send your registration/renewal in.  The deadline to send these 

in is December 15.   Congratulations!  
 

SGNA renewals:  Kathy Czechanski, Barb Piehl, Keith Heckert, Joan Komas . 

SGNA memberships:  Betsy Boeck, Gina Von Ruden, Patty Stewart -  Triedli, Barb Pier  
 

 

2009 WSGNA Board of Directors 

President  
Mary Fiebelkorn, BSN, RN, CGRN  

Manager - GI Center;  
Waukesha Mem Hospital   

262-928-7614  

mary.fiebelkorn@phci.org 
 

President-Elect  
Margaret Ullman, RN, CGRN  
Columbia-St.Mary's  

Columbia & Riverwoods GI Lab  

262-284-2761 
ullmanmargaret@yahoo.com 

 

Secretary  
Lynn Miller, BSN, RN, CGRN  

Columbia-St. Mary's GI Lab 

414-228-8067 
lmiller@columbiastmarys.org 

 

Treasurer 
Christine Crevcoure, RN, CGRN  

Bellin Hospital, Digestive Health Services Unit 
920-339-9918 

ccrevcoure@yahoo.com 

 

Director -at-Large ~ Membership/Nominations  
Sheila Gansemer, RN  

Director - Outpatient Services; 
Wheaton-Franciscan-St. Francis 

414-423-6905  

rgansemer@wi.rr.com 
 

Director -at-Large ~ Communications/Newsletter  
Cathy Johnson, RN, CGRN  
Waukesha Memorial Hospital GI Center 

262-544-0157  

casjohnson3@sbcgglobal.net 
 

Immediate Past-President  
Chris Bauer, RN, BSN  
623-266-7544 or 414-520-0447 

jncbauer@gmail.com 

Thank You ........ 

 

Just a note to thank all of you for the many years I was privi-

leged to serve on the board for WSGNA.  I now live in AZ and 

still work in GI, where I will never forget all of the friends I have 

made while being in Wisconsin.  I speak highly of all of you each 

day at work in Arizona. I want to continue to encourage those 

members who have never served to ñgive it a tryò é the many 

years of friendship will be something you wonôt soon forget. 

 

I will continue to remain a WSGNA member and hope to see all 

of you along the way at our conferences.  But always remember 

what patient advocates you are. GI is just the best field there is, 

and I continue to mentor in the clinic setting in Arizona.  I still 

tell the stories of my many experiences over the years.  And I 

will never forget my friendships I have made as a GI nurse in 

Wisconsin. 

 

Best Wishes to all é. 

Chris Bauer, BSN, RN 

mailto:mary.fiebelkorn@phci.org
mailto:ullmanmargaret@yahoo.com
mailto:lmiller@columbiastmarys.org
mailto:ccrevoure@yahoo.com
mailto:rgansemer@wi.rr.com
mailto:%20casjohnson3@sbcgglobal.net
mailto:%20jncbauer@gmail.com
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The following letters were received in response to donations and support from WSGNA.   

Dear WSGNA members, 

 

On July 19th, 550 Team Challenge walkers and runners from across the country participated 

in the Napa to Sonoma Half Marathon in California.  Together,  2.4 million dollars was 

raised for the Crohn's and Colitis Foundation of America on that day. If you break it down, 

that's $183,000 for each of the 13.1 miles that was completed.   

 

I had the opportunity to be a part of our Wisconsin team, which raised $64,000. There were 22 of us of all ages and fitness 

levels who walked or ran to the end.  Everyone on our team (with the exception of another nurse and me) has  IBD or has 

an immediate family member with IBD. Their excitement and passion for this cause was palpable. 

 

 I found this experience beneficial for several reasons: raising funds and awareness for CCFA, enjoyment of the beautiful 

scenery in wine country,  great exercise, and it was a lot of fun (with wine tasting at the end)!!!!    I encourage anyone who 

is interested in participating in this event next year to contact our Wisconsin CCFA Chapter or visit the website at 

ccfa.org.    

 

Thank you for your support,  

                                                                                                                    

Margaret Hauser-Ullman RN 

President Elect WSGNA 

 

 

 

 

Following are excerpts from thank you letters we received from Childrenõs 

Hospital.  These were written by parents and children who benefited from our 

donation last year.  Our donation was used to fund an information book for 

children who have been diagnosed with celiac disease.  

 

 

òOur family would like to thank you for this book donation.  Anything that can make this transition for us 
smoother is a blessing.ó  
 
 
�´�7�K�D�Q�N���\�R�X���V�R���P�X�F�K���I�R�U���W�K�H���&�6�$���*�O�X�W�H�Q-free Product Listing catalog.  It was so nice to receive a 
�F�R�P�S�O�L�P�H�Q�W�D�U�\���F�R�S�\���I�U�R�P���\�R�X�U���R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q�������,�·�P���V�X�U�H���L�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���K�H�O�S�I�X�O���R�Q���R�X�U���J�U�R�F�H�U�\���H�[�S�H�G�L�W�L�R�Q�V����
telling us what to, or what not  �W�R���E�X�\�����´�� 
 
 
òI would like to thank you for the Celiac resource binder.  With a young child newly 

diagnosed with celiac, your binder offers answers to many questions.  It is a helpful 

guide for checking labels, but it is often a great shopping reference too.  Our son 

has shown great gains being on a gluten -free diet and I know we will refer to your 

resource often.  We appreciate your generosity.ó 

 

 

 

http://ccfa.org

